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by Howard Zehr

The criminal justice system is like
a large lake with a pipe cotning out
of it. The pipe goes in and ouf of a
series of smail windowless huts.
Inside of each hut is a valve, The
pire ferminafes in a bucket.

[nside each hut is a person repte-
senfing a criminal jusfice acfor -
police, prosecutor, judge, sheriff,
efc. -~ who operates the valve, but
there is no agreement on why each
one is turning the valve. Some
think they are
filling the
bucket,

Some are frving fo regulate the
lake. Some like the feeling of power
or the sound of the water. Some
Just like to torn valves,

Nox is there any way for any of
them to know what the other people
are doing, or what the outcome is.
unftil the buckef runs over and feet
get wet, When a flood occurs, each
can blame the other, but they are
not able to agree and cooperate
enough 1o prevent disasfter.

Finding a bigger bucket will hot
help. Nothing is likely to change
unfil windows are eut in the hufs,
valve-turners are made responsi-
ble for their actions, actors
agree on what they are
frying to do, and other
outlets besides the
bucket are added
to the pipeline.




